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RUTGERS WEEKLY FORECAST
Agricultural Weather Advisory for New Jersey and Southeastern Pennsylvania

Issued by Rutgers University New Brunswick NJ
7 am EDT Monday June 2, 2003

Rainfall amounts, none through Tuesday afternoon.

Winds for spraying, northwest then southwest 10 to 15 mph today, light
southwest tonight, west 5 to 10 mph Tuesday.

Relative humidity in percent, 40 to 50 today, 90 to 100 tonight, 50 to 60 Tuesday.

Dew points in the low 40s today, mid 40s tonight, upper 40s Tuesday.

Drying conditions will be good today, fair Tuesday.

Frost freeze or dew, moderate dew tonight, no dew Tuesday night but wetting in
precipitation is likely.

Percent of possible sunshine, 80 today, 60 Tuesday.

There is a near zero percent probability of precipitation during the 12 hour period
beginning at 8 am and ending at 8 pm that could adversely affect the performance
of pesticides that require a rain free period after application.

Hay cutting will see good drying conditions today and fair drying on Tuesday but
then with the likelihood of rain Tuesday night and Wednesday.

Temperatures in the representative cranberry bogs could drop to 27 to 31 tonight
but should remain above freezing due to clouds Tuesday night.

Four inch soil temperatures have decreased into the 50s in most locations. Soil
temperatures will increase slightly over the next couple of days.

The latest 8 to 14 day outlook for the period June 9, 2003 to June 15, 2003 is
calling for temperatures to average below normal and precipitation to total near
normal.

Climate summary for the week ending 8 am  06/02/03
Temperatures averaged much below normal.  Extremes were 82 degrees at
Hammonton, on May 31, 2003, and 40 degrees at Glassboro on June 2,
2003.

Weekly rainfall averaged 2.69 inches north, 2.49 inches central, and 1.42
inches south.  The heaviest 24 hour total reported was 2.30 inches at Canoe
Brook on May 31, 2003 through June 1, 2003.

Estimated soil moisture, in percent of field capacity, this past week averaged
99 percent north, 98 percent central, and 87 percent south.

Four inch soil temperatures averaged 59 degrees north, 60 degrees central,
and 59 degrees south.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8 AM MONDAY 06/02/03

Weather
Stations

Rainfall Temperatures Growing Degree
Days 1/

Soil
Moisture

2/
Last 
Week

Since March 1 Last Week
Total Dept.* Max. Min. Avg. Dept.* Total Dept.*

- Inches - - Degrees - - Base 50/F -
NORTH

Belvidere Bridge DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Canoe Brook 4.00 14.80 1.97 79 47 62 -2 386 51   99
Charlotteburg DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Flemington 2.49 13.34 1.19 78 47 60 -5 354   1 100
Long Valley 2.18 11.93 -1.16 72 42 56 -6 193 -80 100
Newton 2.10 10.43 -.75 79 48 59 -4 304 26 100

CENTRAL
Freehold 1.60 11.79 -.32 79 45 61 -5 406 -13 100
Long Branch 3.01 13.78 1.31 76 48 59 -6 303 -67 100
New Brunswick 2.79 12.33 .40 81 46 60 -6 366 -85 100
Pemberton DATA NOT AVAILABLE
Toms River 2.56 11.29 -.78 81 50 61 -3 369 -19 100
Trenton DATA NOT AVAILABLE

SOUTH
A.C. Marina .48 7.52 -2.41 80 50 59 -6 323 -71   59
Cape May C.H. 1.09 10.33 -.29 77 47 59 -7 323 -118    81
Downstown 2.38 11.35 .47 79 47 60 -7 420 -89 100
Glassboro 1.63 12.04 .43 80 40 60 -7 467 -23 100
Hammonton 1.98 10.07 -1.23 82 49 61 -6 440 -42 100
Pomona 1.57 9.86 -.63 80 46 60 -6 353 -63   99
Seabrook .82 11.39 1.35 80 47 60 -7 495 -19   96
South Harrison 2.10 12.07 1.30 79 48 61 NA 477 NA  NA

*Departure from normal.
1/ Growing degree days since March 1, total and departure from normal or long term average.
2/ Estimated soil moisture as % of field capacity based on climate data.



AGRICULTURE
Days suitable for field work were 3.2. Field activities included planting corn, soybeans, and vegetables.  Other activities during
the week were fertilizing, spraying pesticides and herbicides, side dressing, mowing, draining water, and harvesting spring
vegetables.  There were measurable amounts of rainfall during the week over most of the state, and in parts of the state over
one inch of rain fell on May 26, 2003.  Temperatures were below normal in most areas of the state for the week.  Top soil
moisture was rated 61% adequate and 39% surplus.  Barley and wheat continued to head across the state.  Hay crops were
rated mostly good in the northern and central districts, and fair in some areas of the south.  In some areas of the central district
the first cutting continued, but hay was too wet to cut in many parts of the state.  Corn continued to emerge in various areas of
the state.  Soybeans continued to emerge, but germination was slow in many areas.  Tomato plant condition varied from fair to
excellent depending on locality, and transplanting continued.  Planting of peppers continued across the state.  Cantaloupe
transplanting continued in the northern district.  Planting of cucumber, snap beans, and eggplant continued.  Cabbage harvest
began in parts of the south.  Pumpkin and squash planting started in parts of the northern district.  Asparagus harvest continued
in parts of the north.  Leaf, romaine and boston lettuce, leeks, green onions, cilantro, parsley, dill, arugula, dandelion, and
spinach for both fresh and processing were harvested in southern localities.  Potato condition was rated good to excellent in the
central and south, and in some areas in the south the rows had closed.  Sweet potato planting had almost finished in areas in
the central district, but in some localities in the south, planting had not exceeded fifteen percent.  Strawberry harvest started in
the north.  Peach and apple thinning continued in northern areas.  There was new vine growth on cranberry plants in parts of
the central district.  There was very good to excellent pasture growth throughout the state with recent rainfall.  Producers
continued to rotate pastures and fertilize them to maximize pastures.

SOIL MOISTURE TABLE                                            RANGE AND PASTURE

THIS
 WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

PREVIOUS
YEAR

CURRENT
PREVIOUS

WEEK
PREVIOUS

YEAR

VERY POOR 0% 0% 0%
VERY SHORT 0% 0% 0% POOR 0% 0% 0%

SHORT 0% 0% 58% FAIR 4% 0% 0%
ADEQUATE 61% 94% 41% GOOD 86% 100% 90%

SURPLUS 39% 6% 1% EXCELLENT 10% 0% 10%

JERSEY FRESH AVAILABILITY FOR JUNE 2, 2003*

Arugula – Great quality with good volume. 

Asparagus – The season is beginning to wind down as the
continued cool weather is slowing the volume down quite a
bit.  Should go until mid-June.

Beets – Good quantities of spring planted product available.
 
Cabbage – Savoy variety being seen in minimal, yet
increasing quantities.

Cilantro – Great quality with good quantity of spring planted
product available.

Collards – Good quality and increasing quantity.

Dandelions - Spring planted San Pasquale variety available in
increasing quantities over the next several weeks.

Dill – Great quality with good quantities available.

Escarole/Endive – Great quality with good volume, and
increasing over the next several weeks. 

Greens - Great quality and quantities seen.  Kholrabi, Kale,
Mustard, Broccoli Raab, and Swiss Chard all available in good
quantities with volumes still increasing.

Leeks – Over-wintered product is available now and for some
time.

Lettuce – Good quantities of excellent quality Red and Green
Leaf and Romaine and Boston.

Parsley – Good quality, and increasing quantity, of spring
seeded plain and curly varieties.

Pickles – Minimal quantities of tunnel started product already
beginning to enter the market.  Look for slowly increasing
volume entering the market over the next several weeks.

Radishes – Decreasing volume available.

Spinach – Excellent quality spring planted available in great
quantity.

Strawberries – The season is running just a bit late, with lower
volumes to continue through mid-June.  Our crop is mainly
Chandlers.

Turnips – Volume beginning to increase.

JERSEY FRESH FORECAST

Blueberries – Things are a little late this year but the industry is
still looking for a normal availability date of mid-June.

Squash – We’ll see minimal quantities of early product in 10
days to two weeks.  The lack of warmth and pollination is a
problem.
  
Sweet Corn – Minor acreage grown under plastic will allow for
some early product for road stands for the important July 4th
holiday, but look towards the following week for any quantity.

*Provided by the New Jersey State Department of Agriculture.


